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May God richly bless you, God's people, as you praise Him for His many 

blessings. 

 I feel truly blessed in having been with the congregation in some previous 

celebrations. During the 85th celebration, some members sponsored 

cottage meetings in their homes. Here Immanuel members made pledges 

toward retiring the debt. Former Pastor Werfelmann preached in the 

anniversary service. Former Pastor Rodehorst returned to preach in the 

90th celebration. 

 The congregation celebrated its centennial while also celebrating with the 

village the country's bicentennial. Guest preachers came on given Sundays 

in many months. Celebrated organist Paul Manz came to lead the 

congregation in a hymn sing. For the 125th anniversary celebration, former 

Pastors Maassel, Reichmann, and former Principal (now a Pastor) Robert 

Moll returned to preach in separate services. God willing, I will turn 95 in 

2026 and will very likely be with your celebrations only in spirit.  

As I think of the many wonderful people at Immanuel with whom I served 

the Lord over nearly 36 years, my heart overflows with gratitude. I feel fully 

blessed by all the many members, the congregational leaders, the teachers 

in the school, the organists/choir directors, custodians, two deaconesses, 

and eight vicars. Pastor Reichmann was a special blessing in his service 

with me for 20 years, as were teachers Robert Moll and Floyd Leoschke 

who also served with me for 20 years. It was also a special blessing to see 

Immanuel teachers Robert Moll, Floyd Leoschke, and Gerald Schalk 

become Pastors.  

"The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with you all in Christ 

Jesus." (1 Corinthians 16:23-24)  

 


