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+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 

PRELUDE 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
WELCOME 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OPENING HYMN 
684 COME UNTO ME, YE WEARY 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

 
(Let us take a moment for silent reflection on God’s Word and to examine our hearts to rid ourselves of any unrepentant 
sins or anger that causes disunity in the Body of Christ.) 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

INTROIT Psalm 91:2, 9–10; antiphon: v. 1 

 
A He who dwells in the shelter of the  | Most High* 

 will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty. 
I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my  | fortress,* 
 my God, in  | whom I trust.” 
Because you have made the LORD your  | dwelling place—* 
 the Most High, who is my  | refuge— 
no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,* 
 no plague come  | near your tent. 

C Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

A He who dwells in the shelter of the  | Most High* 
 will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty. 

  

KYRIE Mark 10:47 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days. Be our strength and support amid 
the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end grant us Your promised rest and the full joys of Your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Zechariah 9:9–12 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
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12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 7:14–25a 
 14We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15I do not understand my own 
actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with 
the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that 
nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to 
carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do 
what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of God, 
in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making 
me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from 
this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE Psalm 21:1 
  

 
 

 
A 1O Lord, in your strength the king re- | joices,* 
 and in your salvation how greatly | he exults! 

  
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:25–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these 
things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26yes, Father, for such was your 
gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 

699 I HEARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89, alt. 
Tune: Amanda Husberg, 1940–2021 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1996 Amanda Husberg. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001257 

 

SERMON - BEING “YOKED” Matthew 11:25–30 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

  
Following each petition, the responses are spoken: 

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
At final petition: 

P ...for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God forever.  

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING    
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

PRE-COMMUNION LITANY 
P The Lord’s Supper is a Sacrament that was instituted by Christ, when He said:  

C "this is My Body," "this is My Blood” (Mt. 26, Mk. 14, Lk. 22, 1 Cor. 11) 
  

P It is without any merit or worthiness in ourselves that we come to the table except by faith in Jesus’ Words 
of promise “given and shed for you” where we receive in a miraculous way the true Body and Blood of 
Jesus, yet at the same time simple bread and wine.   
  
Before Christians commune together, we should examine ourselves in accordance with God's Word. 

  

C It is written “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be 
guilty of sinning against the Body and Blood of the Lord.” (1 Cor. 11:27-28) 

  

P What is it to eat and drink Christ’s body and blood in an unworthy manner? 

C Anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the Body eats and drinks judgment on himself and 
thus in an unworthy manner. 

  

P How does one discern the Lord’s Supper rightly? 

C Discerning the Lord’s Supper rightly is following God’s desire for us to forgive as He has forgiven 
us, to lead a life of repentance against all sinfulness, and to realize the life and salvation we 
receive in His Son’s body and blood in the bread and wine. Finally, God desires us to end all 
divisions among the Body of Christ and be united in His love. (1 Cor. 11: 29) Because there is one 
bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. (Cor. 10:15-17)  

  

P Therefore, let us come to the table united in repentance, realizing our need for the forgiveness found at 
Jesus’ table and our confession that Jesus is Lord, being united on all the above foundational biblical 
truths. 

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in 
Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 

Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.  Gather us together, we pray, 
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 

 

618 I COME, O SAVIOR, TO THY TABLE 
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Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001257 
Tune: Public domain 

 

649 BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS 

 

 
Text: John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt. 
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper 
of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the 
day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS Psalm 103:1 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God. 
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965 GOD BLESS OUR NATIVE LAND 

 

 

 
Text (st. 1): Charles T. Brooks, 1813–83, alt.; (st. 2): John S. Dwight, 1813–93, alt. 
Tune: Thesaurus Musicus, c. 1740, London 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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