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WORSHIP FOCUS 
In our gospel reading from Saint Matthew, we read a very familiar parable about the Sower (Jesus) who threw 
his seed and some of it falls on bad soil and some falls on good soil. The seeds that fall on good soil grow 
strong and produce much fruit in varying amounts. However, how often do people worry about where they are 
casting their “seed” when they witness to people in this world? In this parable, Jesus is the Sower of the Word. 
Today Jesus sows through us, His people, through our witness! How often do we tell Jesus, “No”, when He 
wants to throw the seed generously, but we are too concerned about where we are throwing the seed! What is 
wrong with this picture!? 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 

PRELUDE 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
WELCOME 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OPENING HYMN 
545 WORD OF GOD, COME DOWN ON EARTH 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Quinn, 1919–2010 
Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625–73, alt. 
Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001257 
Tune: Public domain 

 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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EXHORTATION Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider 
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
(Let us take a moment for silent reflection on God’s Word and to examine our hearts to rid ourselves of any unrepentant 
sins or anger that causes disunity in the Body of Christ.) 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into 

Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your 
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

INTROIT Psalm 103:15–19; antiphon: v. 8 
L The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

C As for man, his days are like grass; 
 he flourishes like a flower of the field; 

L for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 
 and its place knows it no more. 

C But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, 
 and his righteousness to children’s children, 

L to those who keep his covenant 
 and remember to do his commandments. 

C The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, 
 and his kingdom rules over all. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

L The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
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KYRIE Mark 10:47 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

L Let us pray. 
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may 
so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:10–13 
10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
 and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
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12“For you shall go out in joy 
 and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall break forth into singing, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 8:12–17 
 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For if you live according 
to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who 
are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow 
heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 
L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great crowds gathered about him, 
so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and 
the birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
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immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And 
since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
9He who has ears, let him hear. . . . 
 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown 
along the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution 
arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one 
who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves 
unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
  

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

577 ALMIGHTY GOD, YOUR WORD IS CAST 

 

 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, alt. 
Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
SERMON - "THROW THE SEEDS! DON’T WORRY WHERE THEY FALL!" Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

OFFERING    
 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
L Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

  
Following each petition, the responses are spoken: 

L Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
At final petition: 

L ...for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God forever.  

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
L Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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BENEDICAMUS Psalm 103:1 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 2 Corinthians 13:14 
L The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us 

all. 

C Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DISMISSAL 
L Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

921 ON WHAT HAS NOW BEEN SOWN 

 

 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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