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PRELUDE 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
WELCOME 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 

OPENING HYMN 
845 WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE PREVAIL 

 

 

 
 
5 Let us recall that in our midst 

    Dwells Christ, His only Son; 
As members of His body joined 
    We are in Him made one. 

6 For love excludes no race or clan 
    That names the Savior’s name; 
His family embraces all 
    Whose Father is the same. 

Text: Latin, c. 9th cent.; tr. Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 
Tune: Lucius Chapin, 1760–1842 
Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001257 
Tune: Public domain 

 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 

 
(Let us take a moment for silent reflection and examine our hearts to rid them of any unrepentant sins or anger that 
causes disunity in the Body of Christ, preparing ourselves to receive Holy Communion in a worthy manner.) 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

KYRIE Mark 10:47 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, 
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life 

  

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 33:7–9 
 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my 
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and 
you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his 
blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his 
way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 13:1–10 
 1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 
those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. 
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his 
approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword 
in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore 
one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For the same 
reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what 
is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect 
is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 
 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The 
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
  

 
  
 1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And 
calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and 
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
 5“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes one of these little ones 
who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to 
be drowned in the depth of the sea. 
 7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by 
whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is 
better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 
9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye 
than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 
 10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see 
the face of my Father who is in heaven. 11For the Son of Man came to save the lost. 12What do you think? If a 
man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the 
mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over 
it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven 
that one of these little ones should perish. 
 15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, 
you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every 
charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to 
the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be 
done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among 
them.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 



~ 7 ~ 
 

820 MY SOUL, NOW PRAISE YOUR MAKER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gramann, 1487–1541; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON – The Greatest Is The Weakest Matthew 18:1–20 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
L Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

  
Following each petition, the responses are spoken: 

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
At final petition: 

P ...through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.    

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING    
 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

PRE-COMMUNION LITANY 
P The Lord’s Supper is a Sacrament that was instituted by Christ, when He said:  

C "this is My Body," "this is My Blood” (Mt. 26, Mk. 14, Lk. 22, 1 Cor. 11) 
  

P It is without any merit or worthiness in ourselves that we come to the table except by faith in Jesus’ Words 
of promise “given and shed for you” where we receive in a miraculous way the true Body and Blood of 
Jesus, yet at the same time simple bread and wine.   
  
Before Christians commune together, we should examine ourselves in accordance with God's Word. 

  

C It is written “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be 
guilty of sinning against the Body and Blood of the Lord.” (1 Cor. 11:27-28) 
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P What is it to eat and drink Christ’s body and blood in an unworthy manner? 

C Anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the Body eats and drinks judgment on himself and 
thus in an unworthy manner. 

  

P How does one discern the Lord’s Supper rightly? 

C Discerning the Lord’s Supper rightly is following God’s desire for us to forgive as He has forgiven 
us, to lead a life of repentance against all sinfulness, and to realize the life and salvation we 
receive in His Son’s body and blood in the bread and wine. Finally, God desires us to end all 
divisions among the Body of Christ and be united in His love. (1 Cor. 11: 29) Because there is one 
bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. (Cor. 10:15-17)  

  

P Therefore, let us come to the table united in repentance, realizing our need for the forgiveness found at 
Jesus’ table and our confession that Jesus is Lord, being united on all the above foundational biblical 
truths. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death 
and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

PAX DOMINI John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

  



~ 11 ~ 
 

AGNUS DEI John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 

 

698 MAY WE THY PRECEPTS, LORD, FULFILL 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Osler, 1798–1863, alt. 
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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707 OH, THAT THE LORD WOULD GUIDE MY WAYS 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

THANK THE LORD [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. 
 As You nourish us by Your Word, so also strengthen and preserve us through the holy gift of Your Son’s 

true body and blood, given and shed for us for the forgiveness of sins. Grant that we may receive this 
blessed Sacrament in faith, trusting Your gracious promise, that being forgiven, strengthened, and united 
with Christ, we may remain steadfast in the true faith unto life everlasting; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCMENTS 
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DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

854 FORTH IN THY NAME, O LORD, I GO 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Barry L. Bobb, 1951 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1981, 1982 Barry L. Bobb. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001257 
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