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PRELUDE 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
WELCOME 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 

OPENING HYMN 
788 FORGIVE US, LORD, FOR SHALLOW THANKFULNESS 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Forgive us, Lord, for feast that knows not fast, 

    For joy in things that meanwhile starve the soul, 
For walls and wars that hide Your mercies vast 
    And blur our vision of the Kingdom goal: 

 
6 Open our eyes to see Your love’s intent, 

    To know with minds and hearts its depth and height; 
May thankfulness be days in service spent, 
    Reflection of Christ’s life and love and light. 

Text: William Watkins Reid, Sr., 1890–1983, alt. 
Tune: Alfred M. Smith, 1879–1971 
Text: © 1965, renewed 1993 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001257 
Tune: © 1990 Church of the Ascension, Atlantic City, N.J. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001257 

 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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EXHORTATION 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 

 
(Let us take a moment for silent reflection and examine our hearts to rid them of any unrepentant sins or anger that 
causes disunity in the Body of Christ, preparing ourselves to receive Holy Communion in a worthy manner.) 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

KYRIE Mark 10:47 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, 
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 50:15–21 
 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and 
pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave 
this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, 
because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, 
“Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for 
you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept 
alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them 
and spoke kindly to them. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE Romans 14:1–12 
 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2One person believes he 
may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who 
abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 
4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. 
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one 
should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. 
The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, 
abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to 
himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead 
and of the living. 
 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all 
stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21–35 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
  

 
  
 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As 
many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 
 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since 
he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and 
payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 
28But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, 
and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and 
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in prison until 
he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed,  
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and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said 
to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you 
have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the 
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother from your heart.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 

501 COME DOWN, O LOVE DIVINE 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bianco da Siena, c. 1350–1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833–90 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON – Be Slow To Cast Judgement! Romans 14:1–12 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
L Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

  
Following each petition, the responses are spoken: 

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
At final petition: 

P ...through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.    

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING    
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

PRE-COMMUNION LITANY 
P The Lord’s Supper is a Sacrament that was instituted by Christ, when He said:  

C "this is My Body," "this is My Blood” (Mt. 26, Mk. 14, Lk. 22, 1 Cor. 11) 
  

P It is without any merit or worthiness in ourselves that we come to the table except by faith in Jesus’ Words 
of promise “given and shed for you” where we receive in a miraculous way the true Body and Blood of 
Jesus, yet at the same time simple bread and wine.   
  
Before Christians commune together, we should examine ourselves in accordance with God's Word. 

  

C It is written “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be 
guilty of sinning against the Body and Blood of the Lord.” (1 Cor. 11:27-28) 

  

P What is it to eat and drink Christ’s body and blood in an unworthy manner? 
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C Anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the Body eats and drinks judgment on himself and 
thus in an unworthy manner. 

  

P How does one discern the Lord’s Supper rightly? 

C Discerning the Lord’s Supper rightly is following God’s desire for us to forgive as He has forgiven 
us, to lead a life of repentance against all sinfulness, and to realize the life and salvation we 
receive in His Son’s body and blood in the bread and wine. Finally, God desires us to end all 
divisions among the Body of Christ and be united in His love. (1 Cor. 11: 29) Because there is one 
bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. (Cor. 10:15-17)  

  

P Therefore, let us come to the table united in repentance, realizing our need for the forgiveness found at 
Jesus’ table and our confession that Jesus is Lord, being united on all the above foundational biblical 
truths. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
P It is good and right, in all places and at all times, to give You praise and thanksgiving, O Lord, holy Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Knowing the riches of Your mercy and rejoicing in Your 
faithfulness throughout all generations, we laud You for the gift of Your Son, born of the virgin by the Spirit, 
and for the abundance of His grace upon us unworthy and undeserving sinners. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

PAX DOMINI John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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AGNUS DEI John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 

 

843 “FORGIVE OUR SINS AS WE FORGIVE” 

 

 

 
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905–87, alt. 
Tune: A Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony, 1820, Harrisonburg 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001257 
Tune: Public domain 
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611 CHIEF OF SINNERS THOUGH I BE 

 

 

 

 
Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

THANK THE LORD [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. 

As You nourish us by Your Word, so also strengthen and preserve us through the holy gift of Your Son’s 
true body and blood, given and shed for us for the forgiveness of sins. Grant that we may receive this 
blessed Sacrament in faith, trusting Your gracious promise, that being forgiven, strengthened, and united 
with Christ, we may remain steadfast in the true faith unto life everlasting; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

818 IN THEE IS GLADNESS 
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Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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